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T'he ^Merchant oj Venice. 


Hath all his ventures faild, what not one hk, 

From TripoBs, from Mexico and England, 

From Lisbon, Barbary,and India, 

And not one veffell fcape the dreadfnll couch 

Of Merchant-marring rocks > 
Sal, Noc one my l ord, 

Befides, it fhould appearc, that if he had 

The prefent money to difcharge the lew, 
He would not take it : n truer did I know 
A creature disc did beare the fhapc of man 
So kecne and greedy to confound a man* 
He plyes the Duke at morning and at night. 
And doth impeach the freed omc of the ft ace 
Ifthey deny him iuftice. Twenty Merchants y 
The Duke himfetfe^nd the Magnificoes 
Ofgreateft port haue allperfwaded with him, 
But none can dnue him from the enuious plea 
Of forfeiture ,of wftice^nd his bond* 

lefft. When I was with Iiim^l haue beard him fwearc 
To TuialtxnA to Chm^ his Councri-men , 
That he would rather haue Anthoniot flefli, 
Then twenty times the value of the fumme 
That he did owe him : and I know my Lord, 
If law, auchoritic, and power denic noc^ 
It will goe hard with poore Anibonw* 

For. Is it yotirdeere fr send that is thus in trouble ? 
Haff- The dcercfl friend to me.the kindeft man, 
The beft condirioiVd, and unwearied fpirit 
In doing curtcfies : and one in whom 
The ancient Romane honour more appeares 
Then anv that drawes breath in Italic, 
For. What fumme owes he the lew ? 
'Baffl For me three thou fan d ducats 
Per* What, no more ? 
Pay him fixe choufand, mid deface the bond : 
Double fixe cboufand, and then tieblc that s 
Before a friend oft his defer tpt inn 
Shall lofe a ha ire through jR«jftna$ fault. 
Fir ft goe with me to Church, and call me wiftf. 
And then away to Venice to ypiir friend ; 
For neuer fhall you lie by Portias hoc 
With an vnquiec foule. You fhall haue gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times ouer. 
When it ispiyd, bring your true friend along. 
My maid Ntrrtjfa 3 and my felfe meane time 
Will Hue as maids and w r iddowes ; come away, 
For you fhall hence vpon your wedding day ; 
Bid your friends welcomCjfhow a merry checrc, 
Since you aredeerc bought, I will loueyou deere. 
But let mc hcare the letter of your friend* 

Sweet BaflaiiiOj myfoifs haue allmifiarried t my (reds* 
torsgrow cruelly my eft ate k very low t my bond to the lew u 
forfeit^ and fines in paying it, it u impaffible I fhould twe y all 
de fas arc cleerdhtw tent ym and I \ if I might fee yon at my 
death : mmithfiandmg 7 vfejonr pkafme jf your hue doenot 
perfwadejott to come 7 1st mi my letter \ 

Pot. O lone! difpach all bufines and be gone. 
Baf Since I haue your good Icaue to goe away , 
I will make haft] but till I come againe , 
No bed fhall ere be guilty of my flay, 
Nor reft be interpofrr twixt vs twaine* Exeunt* 
Enter the hv? y and Sol4nio 3 and %s4nthoni&t 
and the l&ylon 
lew, laylor, lookc to him,ccll not me of iucrcy^ 


This is the foole that lends out money gratis, 
Iaylor,looke to him* 

Ant. Heare me yet good Shylol^ 

lew. Ik haue my bond 3 fp cake not againfimy b 
I haue fworne an oath that I w ill haue ray bond ; ; 
Thou call'dft me dog before thou hadft a cauft * 
But fiuce I am a dog,beware my p hangs, 
The Duke fhall grant me iuftice, J do wonder 
Thou naughty I ay lor, that thou art fo fond 
To come abroad with him-arhisiequcfL 

Ant. I pray chee heare me fpeake. 

lew . lie haue my bond, I will not heare thee fp^ 
lie haue my bond, and therefore fpeake no more, 
lie not be made a foft and dull ey'd foole, 
To ftiake the hcad,rclenc,and figh,and yeeld 
To Chriftian interceffors : follow not, 
lie haue no fpeakingjl will haue my bond. $LxitJm 

SeL Itis themoft impenetrable cur re 
That euer kept with men* 

Atit t Let him alone , 
lie follow him no more with bootleffc prayers; 
He ieekes my Iife,hir reafon well I know ; 
I oft dcliuer'd from his forfeitures 
Many that haue at times mademone tome, 
Therefore he hates me. 

Sol* I am fur e the Duke will neuer grant 
this forfeiture to hold.- 

An. The Duke cannot deny the courfc ©flaw : 
For the con .modi tic that ftrangcrs haue 
With vs in Venice, if it be denied, 
Wdl much impeach the iuftice of the State, 
Since that the trade and profit of the citly 
Confifteth cf all Nations- Therefore gce f 
Thcfe greefes and lolTeshaue fo bated mee, 
Thatl fhall hardly fparca pound of fkfh 
To morrow, to my bloudy Creditor. 
Wei) laylorjon^pray God Iltfjjtrmo. come 
To fee me pay his debt, and then I care not. Exmt. 

Enter lortia, Nerrifjn y L&renz,Oj Ieffica t awdtmrntf 
Portias* 

Lor, Madanij although I fpeake it in your prcfcncc, 
You haue a noble and a true conceit 
Of god-like amity, which appeares moft ftiongly 
In bearing thus the abfeneeof your Lord. 
But if you knew to whom you fbew this honour, 
How true a Gentleman you fend releefe, 
Howdeerealoucr of my Lord your husband, 
I know you w r ou!d be prouder of the woike 
Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. 

For, Ineuer did repent fordoing good, 
Nor fhall not now : for in companions 
That do conuerfe and wafte the timetogether, 
Whofe fouics doe beare an egal yoke ofloue* 
There muft be needs a like prop ortion 
Oflyniaments,of manners,and of fpirit ; 
Which makes mc thinke that this Antbtnh 
Being the bofome loucr of rny t-ord, 
Muft needs be like my Lord, If it be fo. 
How little is the coft I haue beftowed 
In purchafing the femblance of tny foule; 
From out the ftace of hellifti cruelty 4 
This comes too ncerc thepraifingofmy felfe \ 
Therefore no more of it : hcert other things 
Lmnfo I commit into your hands, 

The 


^he^5hderchant of Venice. 


I ilimyLorLre 

Sueinpraye^nd contemplation, 

Aiclv attended by JftmJ- heere, 
vSherhusbandandmyLord^ 

There is a monaftery too miks oft , 

Nottodemethisimpofinoil, 
Thewhichmyloueandiomcneccffity 

ftfowlaycsvponyou. 

torelf Madame, with all my heart, 
T fhallobey you hi all faire commands. 

pgr. My p^ple doc already kno w my nunde, 
And will acknowledge you and feffica 
b place of Lord M^jfamo and my leife. 
So far you well till we fiull mecte againe. 

lor\ Faire thoughts & happy houres attend on you, 
Iwifhyour Ladifhip all hearts content. 

Ptf/lthanke you for your wifti, and am wdlpleas'd 
■j- oW ifliicbackeon you: far you well lejftca. Exemt* 
^"Bdthafer^s 1 haue euer found theehoncft true, 
Solen-ne find e thee ftil! ;take this fame letter, 
.And vfc thou atl theiiideauor ofa man, 
Jnfpeed to Mantua, fee thou render this 
iDto my conns hand., Doctor Belark, 
And lookc whac notes and garments he dotbgiue thee , 
Bring them I pray thee with imaging fpecd 
VnttTcbe Trane£V,to the common Ferric 
Which trades to Venice ; wafte no time in w ords , 
But get thee gone J flball be there before thee, 

r j}dlth. Madam,! goe with all conuenient ipeed. 

"for. Come onNerijfaJ. haue workein hand 
That you yet know not of; weellfee our husbands 
Before they thin fee of vs ? 

Ntrrijfa. Shall they fee; vs i 

Pwtia. They fhall JVerrifa: but in fuch a habit, 
That they fhall Lbtnke we are accomplished 
Withthatwehcke; He hold thee any wager 
When we arc both accoutred like yong men , 
Ik proue the prettier fellow of the two , 
: And weare my dagger with the brauer grace, 
And fpeake betweenc the change of man and boy, 
With a reede voy'cc, and tume two minfing fteps 
Into a manly (hide; and fpeake of fray es 
Like a fine bragging youth ; and tell quaint lyes 
How honourable Ladies fought my loue, 
Which 1 denying, they fell ficke and died* 
I could not doe withall : then lie repent 
Andwife for all that,that I had not kifd them ; 
And twentie of thefcptinie lies He tell 
That men fliall fwearelhaue difcontinued fchoole 
Abouea twelue moneth : I haue within my minde 
Athoufand faw tricks ofthefebragging.Iacks A 
Which I will praftifc. 

Nerrif* Why .(hall wee turne to men ? 

Portia. Fie, what a queftipns that? 
If thou were ncre a lewd interpreter : 
But conic, He tell thee all my whole deuice 
When I am in my coach, which flay es for vs 
At the Parke gate ; and therefore hafte away, 
Por we muft mcafure twentie nwles to day. . Sxtupt* 

Enter Clowne and lejjlfa* , 

Clmn < Yes truly ; for looke you,the finnes of thefth 


ther are to be laid vpon thechildrenjthereforc I promifc 
you, Ifearcyou,! was alwaies plaine with you, andfo 
now I fpeake my agitation of the matter :therfore be of 
good cheere, for truly I thinke you are damn'd, there is 
but one hope in it that can doe you anie good,and that is 
but a kinde of baftard hope neither* 

leffwa* And what hope is that I pray thee ? 

Marric you may partlie hope that your facher 
got you riot, that you are not the Iewei daughter. 

Icf. That were a kinde of baftard hope indeed/o the 
fins of my mother fhould be vificed vpon mc. 

Clow. Truly then If care you are damned both by fa- 
ther and mother : thus when I {Hun SctlU your father, I 
fall into Chartbdu your mother; welhyou are gone both 
waics. 

Jef Iftiall be fau s d by my husband,he hath made me 
a Chriftian. 

C/flB\ Truly the more to blame he^we were Chrifti- 
an s enow beforejeneasmany as could wtlliue one by a- 
norher : this making ofChriftians will raife the price of 
Hogs, if wee grow all to be porke* eaters, weelliall not 
iliortlie h aue a raflier on the coaJea for money. 

Enter Lorenzo, 
lef He tell my husband Lancdet what you fay,heere 
hecomcsp 

Loren, I fhall grow iealousof you fborrly Lmcelet , 
if you thus get my wife into corners ? 

hfi Nay, yon need .';ot icare jLorenz.e 7 Eaftnvelet 
and ] arc out, he tells me flatly there is no mercy for mcc 
in heauen, bccaule I am a lewes daughter : and lice faies 
you arc no good member of die commonwealth, "for 
in conucrting lewes to Chriftians , you raife the price 
of Porkc, 

Lorm. I ftiall anfwere that^better to the Common* 
wealth f than you can the getting vp of the Negroes bcl- 
lie : the Moore is with, childe by you LaunceteO 

Clow. It is much that rhe Moore Should be more then 
reafon ; but if fhe be lefle then an honeft woman, fiiec is 
indeed more then I tooke her for. 

Loreft* How eucrie foole can play vpon the word, I 
thinke the beft grace of witte will ftionly turne into fi- 
lence^and difcourfe grow commendable in none onely 
but Parracs : goe in firra r bid them prepare for dinnei ? 

Clm t That is donefir^hey haue aU fiomacb ? 

Lor en. Qoodly Lord, what a witte-ihspper are you, 
then bid chem prepare dinner. 

Clow. That is done to fir, onely couer is the word. 

Loren. Will yon couer than fir ? 

Clow. Noc fofir neither s J know my dutie. 

Lor en. Yet more quarreling with occafion,wilt thou 
Oiew the whole wealth of thy wit in an infiant 1 I pray 
thee vnderftand a plaine man in his plaine meaning: goe 
tothyfellowes , bid them couer rhe table y ferucinthe 
meat 3 and we will come in to dinner. 

Clow- For the table fir , it fhall be feru'd in , for the 
meat fir j it fhall bee coucred , for your comming in to 
dinner fir^why let it be as humors and conceits fiiall go- 
ncrne. Exit ftvwne. 

Lor, O deare difcretion,how his words are futed , 
The foole hath planted in his memory 
An Armieof good words, and I doe know 
A many foolesthat ftand in better place, 
Garnifbc like him t that for a trickfie word 
Defie tbe mattenhowclieer'ft thauleffic^ 
And now good fvyeec fay thy opinion. 

How 



